ZIONEWS
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
February 2018
May the light of God’s grace shine in your life.
We have a busy February ahead of us: our annual meeting, Ash Wednesday, and the start of Lent! This
will make for another fast month… If you haven’t had a look at the annual meeting packet, please do. There are
several significant topics that will come before the congregation for discussion and decision.
First is the great news that Zion is debt free! The board of the Zion Foundation adjusted the interest rate
on the loan, and with our payment in December, we’ve now closed out that loan! We’ll have the rite for
thanksgiving at the retirement of debt as part of the annual meeting.
Second, Gary Ferber will be presenting a way for us to care for our building for generations to come.
Thanks to the wise investments of the Zion Foundation, the initial $300,000 is now over $2.6 million! Wow! So
to make sure that the Foundation and this congregation have a place to meet, worship our Lord, and have as a
base for ministry into the future, the Foundation Committee would like to designate $1 million from that $2.6
million to establish a Building Endowment. The returns from this endowment would partly feed into the
Facilities Fund so that we have a way to care for our beautiful and historic building over time. The rest would
be reinvested so that the returns might continue to grow. The Committee does need the congregation to approve
some changes to the Foundation resolution in order to do this.
Third, I’ll be presenting a way for us to care for some of the more immediate needs of our building
through a capital campaign. The Property and Facilities Ministry Team has received bids for tending to the
exterior needs of the building and grounds, so we know we’re going to need around $350,000 for those projects.
We also have some areas inside the building that need attention and the ministry team is working on prioritizing
them and getting bids. The plan as of the middle of January is to ask the congregation to approve entering into a
capital campaign to raise $500,000 over five years, but this number might increase based on
bids
received.
The Foundation Committee wants to encourage this campaign as a way of
encouraging good stewardship in the congregation, so if you vote to approve this capital
campaign, the Foundation Committee will initiate a dollar-for-dollar matching grant of
$150,000. With the initial return from the Building Endowment—should the
Foundation resolution changes be approved—of $35,000, that leaves us with
$315,000 to raise over five years. Barbara Hanck has been offering her services
in this initial phase as we consider a capital campaign, and she is convinced that
this amount is very attainable.
So why five years? This year, 2018, the oldest parts of our
congregational home will be 120 years old. What a gift it would be for us, the
community, and future generations if we could have all the necessary
renovations and projects done in five years in time for the 125 th anniversary!

Fourth, the amendments to the constitution, bylaws, and continuing resolutions will be voted on. If you
haven’t taken the opportunity to look through the proposed changes yet, please contact me as soon as possible
with any questions you might have.
Lent starts the middle of this month—on Valentine’s Day, even—so we’ll be starting up our Lenten
midweek services as well. Our Ash Wednesday service will be on February 14 th at 7 p.m. There’s nothing quite
as romantic as spending time with your loved one remembering that you are dust… February 20 th will be our
first Lenten soup supper and worship with the supper starting at 6 p.m. and worship at 7 p.m. The 21 st will be
our first Lenten lunch worship at noon.
This Lent we’ll be using resources from Creative Communications for the Parish called Thy Will Be
Done. Here’s how the series is described on their website:
“Not as I will, but as you will,” Jesus prayed to his Father the night before he went to the cross for our
salvation. And that is our prayer as well this Lent as we seek to do God’s will in our lives, as we draw
near to the observance of Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection during Holy Week. Written by Rev.
Justin Rossow, each service in the series focuses on a different aspect of God’s will at work among us.
Biblical characters are used as insightful reference points each week to guide us in following our Lord
more nearly day by day.
This theme will be carried over into devotional booklets that will available for you to take home for personal
devotions, the Bible study time of my adult forum between services, and a special devotional for the Children of
Zion—with stickers!
Please participate in the life and ministry of Zion by attending the annual meeting and engaging in the
special Lenten services, devotionals, and studies. The light of Christ that shines in us shines all the brighter
when we move and work together.
Peace,
PE

Pastoral Acts
December 16, 2017 – January 15, 2018
IN MEMORY OF:
Rolland Bertsch: Lyle Marquardt, Richard & Marlene Long, Joe & Kathy Loris, Roger & Deb
Gundlach, Richard Brunow, Verneitta Opfer & Family, Printy Family, Gary Gangluff, Mike &
Sharon Sheppard, Jeffrey & Sharon Dubois, Lori & John Schlessman, Susan Fitzpatrick, Joanne
Hosey
BAPTISMS:
TaJon Ezekiel Rohrbacher: son of Shelby Rohrbacher 12/24/17
WEDDINGS:
None
FUNERALS:
None

Carolyn's Corner. . .
Several years ago I, along with Peggy Nejedly and members of the Evangelism Committee
focused on a prayer ministry for Zion. We led Bible studies, held prayer retreats, prayer
vigils, and began the online prayer chain. Throughout the year the staff intentionally prayed
for each family by name.
Bishop Beaudoin has declared 2018 the year of prayer for Northwestern Ohio Synod. He has
asked us to learn Philippians 4:6: ""Do not worry about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God". He will then invite you to recite this verse to him at various times throughout the
year.
During this year of prayer, I would like to invite us to again focus on prayer in our daily lives.
Each month I will include a prayer discipline or idea in the Zionews. If you would like to
share your ideas, please send them to me to be included; something that enhances your
prayer life, a book that is meaningful, a story to share – others will enjoy hearing your
personal experiences.
Two books I have found to be helpful are: Prayer: Beginning Conversations with God by
Richard J. Beckmen and Prayer by O. Hallesby. Bishop Daniel also suggests the book,
Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home, by Richard Foster. All of these are older publications,
but classic, easy to read and most helpful when I need to freshen my prayer life. I hope they
can be meaningful for you also.
We know that God answers prayer – if we just ask!
Blessings,
Carolyn

 Wednesday, February 14, 2018 Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m.
 Tuesday Lent Worship services at 7:00 p.m.
February 20, 27, March 6, 13 & 20
 Wednesday Lent service at noon
February 21, 28, March 7, 14 & 21
 Sunday, March 11, 2018 Daylight Saving Time Begins
 Sunday, March 25, 2018 Palm Sunday
 Thursday, March 29, 2018 Maundy Thursday service 7:00 p.m.
 Friday, March 30, 2018 Good Friday Noon – 3:00 p.m.
 Friday, March 30, 2018 Good Friday service 7:00 p.m.
 Saturday, March 31, 2018 Vigil of Easter service 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday, April 1, 2018 Easter 6:00 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. Worship service

Rachel Kurtz Concert
Zion, St. Paul and St. John's Lutheran churches are excited to welcome Rachel Kurtz for
a performance on the afternoon of Saturday March 10. We encourge youth groups of all
denominations as well as families and anyone looking to be inspired through music and
message. I would also like to share that we will be sending 10% of all monies collected
to help support the youth of Puerto Rico who would like to attend the national youth
gathering in Houston this summer.

Donate items for Lutheran World Relief Kits to help people in need.
This Lenten season, Zion is taking part in LWR’s Baskets of Promise appeal. During Lent
we’ll collect items to form LWR Personal Care
Kits that help impoverished people stay healthy
in life’s most challenging situations.
Items needed are: towels (20”/40” and 50”/27”
recommended), nail clippers, soap (2 or 3 bars
for each kit), adult toothbrushes, and sturdy
combs. Please bring and place in containers in
gathering room between now and March 25th. Kits will be assembled on at 6 p.m. on
Maundy Thursday.
If you have questions, please contact Carolyn Steinfeldt at 419-625-2112.

Quilters – Help Wanted
The quilters need more helpers. Many of our ladies have gone
South for the winter and we are very short of ladies to sew
the quilts.
We meet Monday nights at 6:30 and Tuesday mornings at
9:00. Come join us, we have machines at Zion. If you enjoy
sewing and have a machine at home, you can pick up some
projects during our sewing times and take them home to sew.
Help keep the quilt project going. We really need your help!
Care & Share
Yes, Care and Share is still there providing food for those
in our community less fortunate. And, we keep asking for
the same things from Zion only because those are items
we need and cannot purchase due to costs. If you are
buying the items of ketchup, mustard, salad dressing,
the dollar stores have a good selection and you get value
for your dollar.

Confirmation Classes
Confirmation Classes for February will be on Feb. 4th and Feb. 18th
at 3:00 p.m. in upstairs classroom 203.

First Communion Exploration
For anyone who is ready to explore the Sacrament of Holy
Communion. Meeting dates/times for child and parent(s)
Tuesdays, February 27, March 6, 13, & 20 from
5 - 6 p.m.
To register or for more information, call Pastor Eric or
Carolyn at 625-2112.

Deadline to submit articles and announcements for February's Zionews is Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2018. Please
submit articles in a digital format. Email all submissions to Lori Harris - loriharris@zionsandusky.org

Bring your Bible to Worship!
You are invited to bring your Bible to church. Each Sunday the bulletin
lists the readings for the following Sunday so that can look them up
and mark them during the week. At worship you can turn to them
and follow along as the lector reads them.

Annual Giving Statements for 2017 have been mailed.
Please contact the Church Office if you have not received yours.

Cherub Choir
Cherub Choir rehearsals: Come and make a joyful noise
with us! We meet every Thursday at 5:30 p.m. in the
th
sanctuary. Will be singing on February 11 at the 10:30
th
a.m. worship service and again on February 25 at the
8:00 a.m. service. We would LOV E to have you join us!

Church Email Addresses
Pastor Eric Bodenstab: pastoreric@zionsandusky.org
Carolyn Steinfeldt, AiM: csteinaim@zionsandusky.org
Lori Harris, Office Admin.: loriharris@zionsandusky.org
Lori Wobser, Office Secretary: loriwobser@zionsandusky.org

Church Websites
www.zionsandusky.org (Zion Lutheran Church)
www.nwos-elca.org (Northwestern Ohio Synod)
www.elca.org (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)

Annual reports are available on the back Ushers' stand or they can be downloaded at:
http://www.tinyurl.com/zion2017annualreport

Worship Leaders for February

02/04/18

02/11/18

02/18/18

02/25/18

Tom & Cindy Patterson

Randy Koch &
Sarah Mears

Andrew Castello &
Kris Stradtman

Dick & Marlene Long

John & Judy Mears

Chet Leser &
George Clements

Lyle Marquardt &
Suzanne Jeffrey

Ron Dahs
Dan Willey

Addison Stradtman

Dean Meyers

Chris Hamilton

Andy Gundlach

AlainaKeegan

Dale Cerny

Carla Mitchell

Sarah Mears

8 am
Prayers
10:30 am

Marjorie Burton

Doris Suman

Laura Stellhorn

Judy Mears

Children's
Message

TBA

Dale Cerny

Marjorie Burton

Laurie Mears

Andy Gundlach

Dean Meyers

Janet Stradtman

John Nejedly

Bob Butler

Tim Kostel

Faye Gast

Dianne Farrar

Roslyn & Rainey Orticari

Lyle Marquardt

Darlene Lowery

Scouts of Troop 8

Mitch & Wendy Schenk

Virginia Lillian &
Chris Antel

NO HOST @ 10:30
Congregational Mtg

Scouts of Troop 8

Earl & Bea Rosen

Schimmel Family

Dates:

8 am

Wine
10:30 am

8 am
Lectors
10:30 am

8 am
Sound
Board
10:30 am
Greeters

8 am
Gathering
Hosts
10:30 am

Andrew Castello
Tim Kostel

February Ushers:
(8:00) Jim & Jeanette Toft, Bruce Bravard, Cooter
Patterson, Abbey Lazzara, and Tom & Cindy Patterson
(10:30) Lyle Marquardt, Elaine Conley, Dianne Farrar, and
Bob & Cindy Schwab

FEBRUARY NEWS from ZELCW
Greetings on this cold, but beautiful sunny day! Thank goodness for the
sunshine, it helps to make the cold more tolerable! There is not much
that has happened since last month. There is a change with the "Box
Tops for Schools". Though, the organization we use to send them to, is
no longer accepting them, the local schools are, accepting them.
Please, continue to save them and put them in the drawer on the "Kit
Cart" that is labeled "BOX TOPS". Osborne, our adopted school, is
saving them as well as Ontario and some of the other city schools.
There is a new permanent, coffee brewer in the kitchen. There are also 2 Air Pots in which to brew
the coffee. The glass pots are too small. This will make coffee brewing much more efficient time wise
and with much less waste. If your group uses it, please, follow the directions carefully that are
laminated and taped to the wall behind it. This is different from the ones in the kitchenette upstairs in
the gathering room. The coffee brewer is connected right into the water line. It is NOT to be moved,
except just enough to clean if you have a spill. There is also a hot water spigot built into it for tea.
This has been purchased from money in the ZELCW, Kitchen Fund. PLEASE, help care for this new
and wonderful addition to our kitchen! If you have any questions on how to use it, please, call Carla
Mitchell or ask in the church office.
I can't believe that Lent is just around the corner! The Lenten Season, also brings meals to share and
enjoy by our members. There will be Lenten suppers on Tues. evenings, beginning at 6:00 p.m.
before church and lunches on Wed., after the noon devotion. This will be for 5 weeks. They will
consist of a soup & sandwich, beverage, and dessert. Please, check your calendars to see when you
and your spouse or friend, or group can provide a meal. The dates are as follows:

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

02/20/18 (already filled)
02/27/18
03/06/18
03/13/18
03/20/18

02/21/18 (already filled)
02/28/18
03/07/18
03/14/18
03/21/18

In the past, there have usually been between 30 and 35 on Tues. evenings for supper, and 12 to 15
for the Wed. noon lunches. Please, pick a date, or if you have questions, call Carla, I'm in the
directory.
May God Bless us all, as we prepare our hearts and minds, for the celebration of Easter, during this
Lenten season.
Carla Mitchell,
ZELCW President

ZELCW Circle Meetings
Agape Wednesday, Feb. 7th
7:00 p.m. @ Zion's Library
Circle of Friends Wednesday, Feb. 7th
7:00 p.m. @ 3111 Merriweather Drive
Priscilla Thursday, Feb. 1st
9:30 a.m. in Zion's library
Book connection Wednesday, Feb. 28th
2:30 p.m. in Zion's library

Book Connection
One of the women’s study groups at Zion is the “Book Connection”. We meet once a month on the 4 th
Wednesday in the Stellhorn Library at Zion at 2:30 p.m. and it lasts for 1 ½ - 2 hours. We would like to
have more ladies join the group. We read a different inspirational book each month and discuss the book.
You may purchase a book for $5 by contacting Elaine Conley, 419-625-0373, who places our book order,
or you may find it at the Sandusky Library and check it out free. We read some very interesting books by
well-known authors; Debby Macomber, Francine Rivers, Richard Paul Evans, Mitch Albom, Lori Copeland,
Karen Kingsbury, and Tracie Paterson. On February 28th we will read “ A Winter Dream” by Richard
Paul Evans. The story is based in modern times on the Old Testament story of Joseph and the Coat of
Many Colors. We welcome you to join us!

F.L.Y. (Firelands Lutheran Youth) Announcements:
Stocks! Stocks! Buy your Stocks!
We are selling stocks for $5.00 each to congregation members as an investment in YOU!
As a stockholder, you will receive an update from one of
our youth while they are at the National Youth Gathering
in Houston or at one of our LOMO (Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries in Ohio) Camps. At the end of the summer, you
will be invited to a special stockholder dinner to hear
about camp and the youth gathering. The meal will be
provided by our youth. Thank you for your care of these
young people as they grow, learn, and serve.
Play CLE – February 19th Join us for a day of fun and bonding as we explore our American Ninja
skills at Play CLE in Avon. If you have ever wanted to zip line, rock climb, or try your hand at parkour,
this is the chance to do it all. For those of you who have an inner American Ninja
just waiting to emerge, they have a course for you to put those skills into action.
We will meet at St. Paul Lutheran on Monday Feb. 19 th @ at 10 am and ride
together in the church van. The cost is $20 for those who can pay. Bring extra
money to eat on after you work up a sweat. This is the largest indoor adventure
park in the nation! In the meantime, check out their Facebook page Play:CLE and their website:
www.playcle.com

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Meeting
January 10, 2018 - 7:00 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER:
President Richard Bevington called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.
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ROLL CALL:
Rev. Eric Bodenstab, Carolyn Steinfeldt, Carol Albert, Richard Bevington, Karen Dehn, Andy Gundlach, Jim Johnson, Nancy Kinsel, Tim Kostel, Darlene Lowery,
Judy McEowen, Carla Mitchell, Wendy Schonhardt and Lori Harris, Recording Secretary. Not present; Jennifer Parkison (not scheduled to attend). Guests: Don & Barb
Hanck
OPENING DEVOTIONS:
Wendy Schondardt said the opening devotion and prayer.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Read by Recording Secretary, Lori Harris.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Carla Mitchell made a motion to approve the agenda adding the presentation by Don & Barb Hanck, Foundation Resolution and Capital Campaign. Darlene Lowery
seconded the motion, motion carried.
GUEST PRESENTATION:
Don Hanck discussed and answered questions regarding a proposal for a Capital Campaign to be presented to the congregation at the Annual meeting. Barb Hanck
answered questions regarding fundraising. Carla Mitchell made a motion to present the proposal to the congregation at the February 4, 2018 Annual Meeting. Judy
McEowen seconded the motion, motion carried.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Nancy Kinsel made a motion to approve the December 13, 2017 Council Meeting Minutes Wendy Schonhardt seconded the motion, motion carried.
STAFF REPORTS:
Pastor Eric – report as submitted. A complete package with materials for Lent will be ordered. Constitution Revision review meetings for members are scheduled.
Carolyn Steinfeldt – report as submitted. Thank you to everyone for all the hard work in 2017.
Jennifer Parkison – report was included in Council Packet.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
Invoices do not need to be approved – check and balance occurs with check signers. Andy Gundlach presented his report/Budget Narrative as same. Carol Albert made a
motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Darlene Lowery seconded the motion, motion carried..
FLAMe:
Pastor Eric suggested one master calendar for ALL FLAMe events. There are a lot of activities happening at all FLAMe churches.
MINISTRY TEAMS REPORTS:
Faith Formation – Carla Mitchell reported that the Noisy Offering will be used to purchase two goats. Team will be reviewing VBS plans, Lessons for Sunday
school and First Communion meetings at the next meeting on February 7.
Worship/Music – Carol Albert reported that the Worship and Music Planning Team will meet on January 31, 2018
Mission/Stewardship – Wendy Schonhardt report as submitted.
Parish Life – Darlene Lowery – securing Greeters and Gathering Hosts, will forward to Lori W.
Youth/Young Adult – Karen Dehn referred to the submitted report of Jennifer Parkison.
Outreach – Judy McEowen reported the team will meet next week.
Finance/Administration – Jim Johnson reported he has Offering counters scheduled through March.
Property/Facilities – Tim Kostel shared the written report. Highlights of the report include; Spring Clean-up with focus on the attic and auxiliary spaces and the
need for labelling.
OLD BUSINESS:



Darlene Lowery made a motion to present to the congregation the Youth Council Member Continuing Resolution providing the Constitution Resolution
passes. Tim Kostel seconded the motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:





Nancy Kinsel made a motion to approve the agenda for the Annual Meeting. Wendy Schonhardt seconded the motion, motion carried.
Envelope designation discussion was covered in the Treasurer’s report.
Andy Gundlach made a motion to change the Undesignated funds from 40/40/20 to 50% Facilities, 50% Operations. Carla Mitchell seconded the motion,
motion carried.

FAITH STORY:
Rich Bevington shared a “Faith Story.”
ADJOURNMENT:
Meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m. with The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Lori Harris, Recording Secretary

ft
a
Dr

February 2018
Communion is Offered at Each Service

Rev. Dr. Eric L. Bodenstab
Carolyn Steinfeldt, ELCA Deacon

